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CAMBORNE  - REDRUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Knight, 
the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1952.  1 know  that  Dr.  Knight  worked  hard 
and  well  for  the  health  of  the  District,  and  I think  that  the  report 
shows  this  in  many  ways,  and  I consider  myself  fortunate  to  inherit 
so  much  of  the  results  of  his  work. 

Epidemiologically  the  year  1952  was  not  outstanding,  though 
I am  pleased  to  report  that  for  the  first  time  for  at  least  six  years 
there  were  no  notified  cases  of  Poliomyelitis.  The  increases  in  the 
number  of  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
have  been  dealt  with  in  the  report  itself. 

An  outbreak  of  food-poisoning  in  the  surrounding  rural  area 
was  traced  to  a butcher’s  shop  in  the  District,  and  investigation 
showed  that  three  out  of  the  five  persons  engaged  in  handling  the 
food  sold  at  the  shop,  were,  unknown  to  themselves,  carriers  of 
Salmonella  Typhimurium,  an  organism  which  had  already  been 
identified  as  the  cause  of  the  outbreak.  Immediate  action  was  taken 
to  exclude  these  people  from  food  handling  and  no  further  cases 
were  reported.  Fortunately  the  full  co-operation  of  the  firm  con- 
cerned was  given  in  the  actions  taken  and  no  difficulty  was 
encountered.  Nevertheless,  none  of  the  affected  assistants  had  felt 
in  any  way  ill,  or  had  any  reason  to  believe  him  or  herself  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  trouble,  a fact  which  stresses  the  importance  of 
maintaining  always  a strict  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  shops  ; in 
fact,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  this  shop  was  very  high,  which 
explains  the  fact  that  only  a small  outbreak  occurred  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  three  out  of  five  workers  were  affected  ; had  the  standard 
been  low  the  outbreak  would  have  been  of  epidemic  proportions. 

As  I only  took  over  my  position  in  December  of  the  year  I do 
not  feel  in  a position  to  make  further  comments  on  the  year’s  work, 
but  am  proud  to  subscribe  myself,  for  the  first  time. 

I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

G.  D.  K.  NFFDHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA 

1 . Statistics. 

Area  22,41 1 acres. 

Estimated  mid  year  home  population  35,260 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  1 .57 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  11,660 

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre..  .52 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.0 

Rateable  value  £147,482 

Product  of  a penny  rate  £575 


2.  Industrial  Position  of  the  District. 

The  number  of  persons  insured  under  the  National  Insurance 
Acts  in  the  Redruth  and  Camborne  areas  at  31st  December,  1952, 
was  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Over  the  age  of  18  years  . 

..  8,589 

2,735 

1 1 ,324 

Under  the  age  of  18  years. 

520 

432 

952 

Total  . 

..  12,276 

The  number  of  unemployed  Insured  persons  at  31st  December, 

!,  was  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Over  the  age  of  18  years 

Camborne  

135 

33 

168 

Redruth  

206 

87 

293 

Total  ... 

461 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  the  age  of  18  years 

Camborne  

1 

2 

3 

Redruth  

20 

15 

35 

Total  ... 

38 

No  new  industries  were 

opened  in 

Camborne-Redruth  area 

during  1952. 

Comment  regarding  Employment  Position. 

Shortage  of  building  trade  contracts  and  civil  engineering 
work  has  undoubtedly  been  felt  for  the  1952  year.  Many  operatives 
have  had  to  travel  to  Helston  and  St.  .Columb  for  employment 
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rather  than  remain  unemployed  in  the  Camborne  area.  Usually 
transport  is  laid  on  for  these  workers. 

The  steel  position  which  was  very  acute  early  in  1952  has 
certainly  eased  and  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  redundances  in  the 
engineering  works  in  Camborne  as  a result  of  steel  shortage,  pro- 
vided the  present  supplies  are  maintained. 

The  closing  down  of  the  F.M.S.  factory  at  Treswithian  caused 
loss  of  employment  to  over  100  workers,  mainly  females.  They  were 
however,  placed  into  alternative  work  if  they  were  available  for  full 
time  errtployment.  Several  of  the  women,  however,  were  only 
available  for  part  time  employment,  and  had  opted  out  of  Insurance, 
and  this  tended  to  hide  the  actual  position  regarding  unemployment 
in  the  area  at  that  time. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

3.  Births. 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  

260 

230 

490 

Illegitimate  

11 

20 

31 

Totals  ... 

271 

250 

521 

4.  Birth  Rate. 

1952  1951  1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945 

Live  Birth 

Rate  (Crude)  ...  14.69  14.84  14.44  16.01  17.21  20.58  18.52  15.58 

Using  comparability  factor  0.99  Birth  Rate  ...  14.55 
England  and  Wales  1952  Birth  Rate  ...  15.30 


5.  Stillbirths. 


Stillbirths 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  

9 

3 

12 

Illegitimate  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals  ... 

9 

3 

12 

1952  Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  ...  0.34 

England  & Wales  1952  ...  0.35 

1952  Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  ...  22.49 

England  & Wales  1952  ...  22.6 
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6.  Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age. 

Males  Females  Totals 


Legitimate  

5 

3 

8 

Illegitimate  

2 

— 

2 

Totals  ... 

7 

3 

10 

1952  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  = 

= 19.11 

per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Camborne-Redruth  

1952 

1951 

1950  1949 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  ... 

19.11 

32.50 

24.5  18.0 

7. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  (including  those  under  4 

weeks  of  age). 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate  

8 

4 

12 

Illegitimate  

2 

— 

2 

Totals  ... 

10 

4 

14 

1952  Infant  Mortality  Rate  .. 

. 27.02 

per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Camborne-Redruth  1952 

1951 

1950 

1949  1948  1947 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  27.02 

36.31 

36.68 

38.5  26.1  41.9 

8. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Total  number  of  maternal  deaths  . 

..  1 

9. 

Deaths. 

Males 

Females  Totals 

Total  number  of  deaths 

from  all  causes  

225 

255  480 

1952  Death  Rate  ...  13.61  per  1,000  estimated  population. 
Using  comparability 

figure  0.87  Death  Rate  ...  11.8  per  1,000  population. 

England  & Wales  1952  ...  11.3  per  1,000  population. 

Camborne- Redruth  1952  1951  1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945 
Death  Rate  13.61  14.90  13.96  14.5  14.4  15.38  14.59  14.21 

1 0.  Cancer. 

Males  Females  Totals 

Total  deaths  from 

malignant  disease  31  34  71 

1952  Death  Rate  (specific)  ...  2.01  per  1,000  estimated  population, 
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1 1.  Deaths  from  all  Causes. 


Males  Females  Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  9 4 13 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms 1 — 1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  — 1 1 

4.  Diphtheria  — — — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  — — — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  — — — 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  — — — 

8.  Measles  — — — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases I 1 2 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  3 7 10 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  11  3 14 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  — 8 8 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  — 7 7 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  23  9 32 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  — — — 

16.  Diabetes  — 5 5 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 22  50  72 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  37  24  61 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  2 5 7 

20.  Other  heart  disease  43  68  111 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  6 8 14 

22.  Influenza  — 2 2 

23.  Pneumonia  9 5 14 

24.  Bronchitis  5 5 10 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  11  — 11 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 — 3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — 2 2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  3 2 5 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  7 — 7 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  — 1 1 

31.  Congenital  malformations  — 3 3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ......  23  31  54 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 1 1 

34.  All  other  accidents  4 i 5 

35.  Suicide  1 3 4 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Totals 225  255  480 
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12.  Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  1952. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns). 


♦Using 

comparability 

factors 

Births  ...  0.87 
Deaths  ...  0.99 

Camborne 

Redruth 

England 

& 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London ) 

160  Smaller 
Towns  (Res- 
ident Popu- 
lation 25,000 
— 50,000  at 
1951  Census 

London 
Administra- 
tive County 

(Rates  per  1, 

000  Home  Population) 

Births. 

Live  Births 

♦14.55 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

Still  Births 

0.34 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

22.49 

22.6 

24.6 

23.0 

19.2 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

Deaths. 

All  Causes 

11.8 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.39 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

Influenza 

0.06 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  polio- 

encephalitis)  . . . 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.39 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  & Still)  Births 

Deaths. 

♦(Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age 

♦27.02 

27.06 

31.2 

25.8 

23.8 

Enteritis  and 

diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age  ... 

0.00 

1.3 

1.3 

0.5 

0.7 

13.  Population. 

Registrar  General's 
Estimated  Figure 


1938 

..  35,000 

1939 

..  35,000 

1940 

..  35,000 

1941 

..  35,000 

1942 

..  35,000 

1943 

..  34,670 

1944 

..  34,670 

1945 

..  33,850 

1946 

..  34,330 

1947 

..  34,830 

1948 

..  35,500 

1949 

..  35,650 

1950 

..  35,800 

1951 

..  35,230 

1952 

..  35,260 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth  and  Death 
Ratio 

463 

540 

- 77 

514 

566 

- 48 

486 

567 

- 81 

— 

— 

— 

542 

472 

+ 70 

646 

510 

-h  136 

587 

510 

+ 77 

514 

481 

-f  33 

636 

502 

-f  134 

715 

536 

-h  179 

611 

514 

+ 97 

571 

520 

+ 51 

517 

500 

+ 17 

523 

525 

- 2 

521 

480 

+ 41 
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14.  Comment. 

Births  — The  figure  of  521  live  births  in  the  Urban  District 
during  1952  is  much  the  same  as  that  for  preceding  years 
(1951  — 523,  1950  — 517).  This  gives  a rate  of  14.69  per  1,000  of 
population,  which  is  amended  by  using  the  comparability  factor  to 
14.55. 

This  remains  some  little  way  below  the  average  birth  rate  for 
the  small  towns  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  15.5,  and  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  which  was  15.3,  and  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fairly  large  number  of  retired  people  in  the  district,  who, 
naturally  are  not  of  an  age  to  have  children. 

Stillbirths  — 12  babies  were  born  dead  in  this  district,  of  which 
no  fewer  than  5 were  premature.  It  is  clear  that  the  immature  child 
has  less  chance  of  being  born  alive  than  the  fully  mature,  and  that 
if  we  can  reduce  the  number  of  premature  births  we  can  hope  to 
have  less  babies  born  dead.  The  mothers’  health  is  very  important 
in  this  respect,  and  the  figures  below  show  this,  if  we  remember  that 
many  mothers  enter  hospital  for  the  baby’s  birth  because  of  their 
own  ill-health. 


Place  of  Birth  of  Stillborn  Infants. 


Hospital 
At  Home 
Nursing  Home 


8 of  which  3 were  premature. 
3 of  which  2 were  premature. 
1 which  was  not  premature. 


Total  ...  12  of  which  5 were  premature. 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  — 10  infants  born  in  the  district  died 
before  reaching  the  age  of  4 weeks.  Of  these,  5 were  premature 
infants,  2 had  congenital  defects  and  3 died  from  injury  received 
while  being  born.  While  we  must  regret  that  5 premature  babies 
were  unable  to  survive,  we  can  be  pleased  that  28  did  survive  as 
there  were  33  premature  births  in  the  district  during  the  year,  which 
is  6.4%  of  the  total  births. 

Incidence  of  Premature  Births. 


1952 

1951 

1950 

Total  Births  

521 

542 

536 

Premature  Births  .... 

33 

41 

50 

Percentage  of  prematurity 

6.4% 

7.5% 

9.3% 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  falling  incidence  in  prematurity  over 
the  past  three  years  ; if  this  fall  is  maintained  we  can  look  to  a 
comparable  fall  in  the  deaths  of  infants  in  the  future,  for  even  such 
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small  figures  as  our  own  show  that  prematurity  is  the  commonest 
cause  of  death  early  in  infant  life.  Premature  birth  is  frequently  due 
to  ill  health  of  the  mother  during  pregnancy,  and  the  following 
figures  have  some  importance  when  we  consider  that  ill  health  of 
the  mother  is  frequently  a reason  for  the  baby  being  born  in 
hospital. 

Place  of  Birth  of  Premature  Infants. 

Hospital  ...  18  of  which  5 died. 

At  Home  ...  14  of  which  0 died. 

Nursing  Home  ...  1 of  which  0 died. 


Total  ...  33  of  which  5 died. 


Infant  Mortality  — An  additional  4 children  died  before  reach- 
ing the  age  of  1 year.  Two  of  these  died  from  illness  (one  from 
broncho  pneumonia,  the  other  from  gastro-enteritis) , one  died  by 
accident  and  one  died  after  an  operation  which  revealed  that  had 
no  operation  been  attempted,  the  child  would  have  died  in  any 
case.  I think  these  figures  show  a very  good  reflection  of  the  care 
taken  of  their  children  by  the  mothers  of  the  District,  and  they,  and 
the  Doctors,  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  who  advise  them  are  to  be 
congratulated. 

Deaths  — The  Death  Rate  of  13.6  per  1,000  population  is  high 
by  comparison  with  the  National  Rate  of  1 1 .3,  but  is  chiefly  due  to 
the  large  number  of  retired  people  who  live  in  the  area,  and  among 
whom,  naturally,  the  greater  number  of  deaths  occur. 

If  the  rate  is  amended  by  using  the  comparability  figure  of  0.87, 
which  takes  this  unusual  balance  of  population  into  consideration, 
we  get  a Death  Rate  of  11.8  which  compares  fairly  well  with  that 
for  England  & Wales. 

As  in  previous  years,  disease  of  the  heart  and  arteries  was  the 
chief  cause  of  death,  no  less  than  265  of  the  480  deaths  being  of  this 
nature,  followed  by  cancer,  with  71  deaths.  No  other  form  of  disease 
came  anywhere  near  these  two  in  importance  as  a cause  of  death, 
pneumonia  with  14  being  third.  These  two  diseases  are  primarily 
diseases  of  the  ageing  and  elderly  and  this  confirms  my  remarks  on 
the  rather  high  local  Death  Rate. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Care  of  the  Expectant  Mother. 

The  care  of  expectant  mothers  is  undertaken  by  local  Practi- 
tioners and  at  the  Redruth  Hospital  Maternity  Unit  ; in  addition 
an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  the  Camborne 
Community  Centre,  by  the  District  Nurse /Midwives,  and  where 
Dental  Care  is  offered  to  expectant  mothers,  few  of  whom,  however, 
accept  it. 

Midwifery. 

There  were  533  births  in  the  District  during  the  year,  occurring 


as  follows  ; — 

Born  in  Hospital  244 

Born  at  Home  243 

Born  in  Nursing  Home  46 


533 


This  is  a small  increase  over  last  year’s  total,  and  gave  rise  to 
the  following  work  by  District  Nurse /Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 

Ante-Natal  visits  for  Hospital  Booked  Cases  ...  264 


Ante-Natal  visits  for  Domiciliary  Cases  3,306 

Domiciliary  Confinements  243 

Post-Natal  and  other  maternity  visits  5,486 


9,299 


Staff  Concerned. 

District  Nurse/ Midwife /Health  Visitors  4 

District  Nurse/ Midwives  5 

District  Nurse/Midwife/Health  Visitors  ^ 

(shared  with  Kerrier  area)  

91 


Infant  Welfare. 

oo  mother  are  looked  after  by  the  Midwife  until 

8 days  after  the  birth,  where  the  birth  occurred  at  home  ; or, 
w tre  birth  occurred  in  hospital  and  either  there  is  some  nursing 
care  required  for  mother  or  child,  or  the  mother  and  child  are  dis- 
charged before  10  days  after  delivery. 

_ After  the  Midwife  has  withdrawn  from  the  case,  the  care  of  the 
infant  is  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor. 
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Infant  Welfare  Qinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Camborne  ...  every  Wednesday  ...  2 — 4p.m. 

Redruth  ...  every  Thursday  ...  2 — 4 p.m. 

Pool  ...  every  Tuesday  ...  2 — 4 p.m. 

St.  Day  ...  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  ...  2 — 4 p.m. 

All  these  Clinics  are  supervised  by  qualified  Health  Visitors, 
and  clerical  assistance  is  given  by  voluntary  workers. 

Advice  is  given  on  feeding  and  upbringing  of  the  babies,  and 
also  on  the  value  of  immunization  and  vaccination,  which,  if 
desired,  can  be  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer, 
who  attends  at  each  Centre  at  least  once  a month.  Demonstrations 
and  Health  Talks  are  also  given  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

2.  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  paid  for  by  the  County  Council  so  far  as  the 
wages  of  the  Home  Helps  is  concerned.  The  organisation  and  allot- 
ment of  duties  is  carried  out  by  members  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Services  at  the  Camborne  Community  .Centre.  The  value  of  the 
service  is  shown  by  the  increasing  demands  on  it,  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  establishment  of  1951  which  was  16  had  been  raised  by  the 
end  of  1952  to  20. 

3.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  County  Ambulance  Service  is  carried  out  from  the  Tolvean 
Depot  at  Redruth  and  gives  excellent  coverage  of  the  area.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  all  the  ambulances  normally  operating  from 
the  depot  are  in  constant  wireless  communication  with  the  depot, 
arid  can  be  switched  at  will  from  routine  duties  to  deal  with 
emergencies. 

4.  National  AssistanceAct,  1948  — Section  47. 

No  action  under  this  section  was  taken  during  1952. 
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SECTION  C. 


1.  infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1952. 


Disease 

Jan. 

Fob. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

J uly 

A ug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  j 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

10 

18 

6 

4 

9 

6 

3 

4 

3 

9 

5 

82 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

7 

Diphtheria 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

2 

— 

1 

— 

5 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

28 

8 

8 

1 

13 

8 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

46 

117 

Pneumonia 

5 

11 

4 

5 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

35 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

Food  Posoning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.. 

1 

4 

5 

14 

10 

6 

7 

10 

17 

7 

11 

8 

100 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

8 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

2 

37 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

7 

Dysentery 

I 

1 

14 


2.  Comparative  Figures  for  previous  years 

1952  1951  : 

• 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Typhoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Meningococcal  Infection  

..  — 

1 

1 



— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

..  82 

56 

31 

22 

25 

16 

Whooping  Cough  

..  7 

104 

11 

21 

122 

63 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  

..  5 

10 

12 

6 

11 

14 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

..  117 

280 

12 

497 

84 

467 

Pneumonia  

..  35 

37 

22 

19 

21 

30 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

5 

6 

25 

2 

1 

(including  Polioencephalitis) 
Food  Poisoning  

..  3 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

..  100 

30 

42 

59 

12 

64 

Acute  Rheumatism  

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

1 

19 

1 

7 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

..  — 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

T uberculosis — Pulmonary  

..  37 

31 

34 

44 

37 

25 

Tuberculosis — Non-Pulmonary 

7 

18 

2 

13 

3 

3 

3.  Comparative  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  quarterly  returns). 


Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Camborne 

Redruth 

England 

& 

Wales 

160  County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London) 

160  Smaller 
Towns  (Res- 
ident Popu- 
lation 25,000 
— 50,000  at 
1951  Census 

London 
Administra- 
tive County 
England 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.32 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.58 

Whooping  Cough.. 

0.19 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  . , 

3.31 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

Pneumonia  . . 

1.05 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 

0.06 

paralytic 

0.00 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

non-paralytic  . . . 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

0.08 

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

18.75 

17.87 

23.94 

10.22 

30.77 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  & Still)  Births. 
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4.  Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  admitted  to 
the  County  Isolation  Hospital  during  1952. 


Disease 

Jan. 

Fob. 

Mar. 

Ai)l. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

TotaJ 

Lymphocytic 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gastritis 

-■ 

— 

1 

— 

- 

-■ 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Strep.  Tonsillitis.. 

1 

Papular  Vesicular 

1 

Urticaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

-■ 

— 

— 

2 

Pharyngitis 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Totals 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

- 

2 

-- 

1 

2 

11 

5.  General  Comment. 

The  year  1952  showed  considerably  less  notifiable  infectious 
disease  than  the  previous  year,  with  the  exception  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  which  are  considered  below  under  separate 
headings. 

6.  Measles. 

In  spite  of  a fairly  considerable  epidemic  of  measles  in  1951, 
there  were  still  1 17  notifications  in  1952,  which  is  definitely  contrary 
to  expectation  ; usually  an  epidemic  year  is  followed  by  a year  of 
freedom  from  the  disease.  However,  by  breaking  down  this  total 
of  117  and  seeing  the  notifications  month  by  month  the  truth  is 
shown,  viz  : — 

1952  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

28  8 8 1 13  8 2 1 i _ i 45 

Clearly  the  greater  part  of  the  notifications  occurred  right  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year  (28  + 46  = 74  out  of  117).  The 
notifications  in  January  were  the  tail  end  of  the  1951  epidemic  and 
those  of  December  are  a forecast  that  there  will  be  an  epidemic  in 
1953,  (which  has  in  fact  occurred). 

7.  Whooping  Cough. 

After  the  fairly  large  epidemic  of  1951,  it  was  a change  to  have 
a year  almost  free  from  Whooping  Cough.  Nevertheless,  we  cannot 
expect  to  remain  free  of  the  disease  so  long  as  no  steps  are  taken 
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to  wipe  it  out  altogether,  as  has  almost  been  done  in  the  case  of 
Diphtheria. 

For  some  years  now  trials  have  been  carried  out  in  both  the 
U.S.A.  and  in  this  country,  to  test  the  value  of  a serum  for 
immunizing  infants  against  the  disease.  These  trials  have  proved 
satisfactory,  in  that,  while  . not  always  preventing  children  from 
contracting  Whooping  Cough,  it  has  been  found  that  immunized 
children  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  become  victims  are  rarely 
at  all  ill. 

As  a result  of  this  satisfactory  trial  it  was  announced  in 
December  that  it  would  in  future  be  possible  to  offer  immunization 
against  Whooping  Cough  at  the  County  Council’s  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  free  of  charge.  Where  parents  prefer  to  have  their  children 
immunized  by  their  family  doctor,  the  doctor  can  obtain  the  serum 
from  the  Health  Area  Office. 

The  immunization  can  be  given  at  the  same  time  as  that  given 
for  Diphtheria,  with  three  injections  at  monthly  intervals  to  com- 
plete the  protection,  or,  if  children  have  already  been  protected 
against  Diphtheria,  the  injections  can  be  given  against  Whooping 
Cough  alone. 

The  seriousness  of  Whooping  Cough  as  a disease  of  the  young 
infant  cannot  be  overstressed,  and  for  this  reason  protection  should 
begin  at  six  months  of  age,  if  not  earlier. 


8.  Dysentery. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year  compared  with  19 
in  1951.  As  Dr.  Knight  pointed  out  last  year,  the  grounds  on  which 
diagnosis  is  made  vary  enormously  from  doctor  to  doctor,  and  I 
doubt  if  this  figure  is  any  indication  at  all  of  the  truth. 

Epidemics  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  of  a mild  type  occur 
frequently  in  the  area.  These  quickly  respond  to  simple  treatment 
and  therefore  stool  specimens  are  not  sent  to  the  Laboratory  for 
further  diagnosis  and  consequently  no  report  of  dysentery  is  made. 
While  it  is  true  that  there  is  no  indication  that  these  outbreaks  are 
in  fact  dysentery,  unless  stools  are  taken  those  cases  of  true 
dysentery  which  do  occur  are  not  reported. 

9.  Food  Poisoning. 

Three  unconnected  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  but  no 
outbreak  occurred  in  the  area.  However,  a small  outbreak  in  a near- 
by district,  due  to  Salmonella  Typhimuriurn  was  traced  to  hogs 
pudding  supplied  from  a shop  within  this  district.  Investigation 
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proved  that  three  of  the  staff  of  five  in  the  shop  were  carriers  of 
this  bacillus,  although  none  of  them  complained  themselves  of  any 
illness.  These  persons  ceased  from  serving  food  until  reported  clear, 
and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

10.  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  war  no  cases  of  “infantile  paralysis’’ 
were  reported  in  the  district  during  the  year,  although  there  were 
some  cases  in  the  County. 

This  disease  is  now  one  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
biggest  problems,  because  it  is  not  known  how  the  disease  is  spread, 
therefore  he  is  unable  to  take  active  steps  in  its  prevention  with  any 
certainty  that  he  is  doing  any  good.  Many  theories  have  been  put 
forward  but  so  far  no  definite  conclusion  has  been  reached,  and, 
until  this  has  been  done,  the  position  will  remain  unsatisfactory. 

All  that  can  be  said  is  that  it  is  a disease  of  temperate  climates, 
that  it  is  chiefly  a disease  of  late  summer  and  early  autumn,  that 
its  appearance  is  more  likely  after  a prolonged  spell  of  hot,  dry 
weather,  that  it  is  more  common  in  countries  with  a high  standard 
of  living  (U.S.A.,  Australia,  Scandinavia),  but,  in  these  countries 
where  epidemics  occur,  they  are  more  severe  in  rural  districts  than 
in  cities. 

It  is  probably  not  realised  that  Poliomyelitis  is  quite  a common 
disease,  consisting  of  no  more  than  some  fever,  backache  and  head- 
ache and  leaving  no  ill  effects  — it  is  only  the  rare  case  which 
develops  paralysis.  Many  hundreds  of  people  must  at  one  time  or 
another  have  suffered  from  a mild  attack  of  the  disease  without 
realising  it. 

The  use  of  an  immunizing  serum  has  been  suggested  in 
America,  and  in  some  areas  there  children  have  been  immunized 
where  an  epidemic  has  begun.  The  results  have  been  fairly  hopeful 
but  it  must  be  emphasised  that  this  is  purely  experimental  and  that 
the  serum  is  not  available  for  general  use. 

11.  Acute  Priinary  Pneumonia. 

1 he  total  of  35  notified  cases  is  almost  the  same  as  that  for  last 
year  (37)  and  is  unlikely  ever  to  be  much  reduced.  The  majority  of 
such  cases  occur  in  infants  or  old  people  and  may  be  fatal. 
The  incidence  of  1.05  per  1,000  population  is  a good  deal  higher 
than  that  for  England  & Wales  (0.72/ 1,000)  and  is  likely  to  remain 
so  while  we  have  a population  which  contain  more  old  people  than 
tie  aveiage,  and  so  long  as  we  have  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
district  the  Larncoose  Geriatric  Unit  which  houses  old  people  from 
other  districts  than  our  own. 
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12.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  increase  of  notifications  from  30  in  1951  to  100  in  1952  is 
startling  at  first  sight,  but  is  largely  due  to  a change  in  the  require- 
ments for  notification.  In  1951  there  were  three  indications,  any  one 
of  which  required  notification  in  the  28  days  after  the  birth  of  the 
child  : — 

(i)  a continuously  rapid  or  rising  pulse  rate. 

(ii)  a temperature  of  99.4°  or  over  noted  on  three  successive 
days. 

(iii)  a temperature  of  100.4°  or  over  noted  twice  in  24  hours. 

In  1952  numbers  (i)  and  (ii)  above  remained  unchanged,  but 
in  (iii)  one  temperature  reading  of  100.4°  or  above  in  24  hours  was 
enough. 

Clearly  in  the  28  days  after  the  birth  of  a child,  a mother  has 
many  opportunities  of  having  a temperature  as  high  as  2 degrees 
above  normal.  Often  it  is  found  to  be  due  to  inflammation  of  the 
breast,  or  it  may  be  for  some  reason  unconnected  with  childbirth, 
such  as  a cold. 

In  other  cases  the  cause  may  lie  in  the  ill  health  of  the  mother 
or  in  an  abnormal  birth.  This  probably  accounts  for  the  fact  that 
98  of  the  100  notifications  were  received  from  the  Camborne- 
Redruth  Hospital  Maternity  Unit  and  only  2 from  private  prac- 
titioners, for  it  is  in  hospital  that  most  of  the  abnormal  births  occur. 


13.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Notifications  of  this  disease  have  gradually  increased  year  by 
year  since  1947.  During  the  war  years  and  immediately  afterwards 
Scarlet  Fever  was  a rarity,  and  when  it  did  occur  it  took  only  a very 
mild  form  and  often  went  unnoticed,  the  rash  being  visible  for  a 
few  hours  only  in  many  cases.  Since  the  disease  was  so  mild,  family 
doctors  were  not  consulted,  so  few  cases  were  notified.  Recently  the 
rash  has  taken  on  a more  definite  form  and  more  cases  have  been 
seen  by  doctors  ; the  increase  in  notifications,  therefore,  may  give 
an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
occurring. 

Nevertheless,  this  increase  has  meant  considerably  more  work 
for  the  staff,  as  all  Scarlet  Fever  contacts  are  visited  and  reported 
on  by  a Sanitary  Inspector,  in  order  that  preventive  measures  can 
be  taken  in  cases  where  any  member  of  the  family  concerned  is 
engaged  in  handling  food  for  public  consumption,  especially  in 
dairy  work.  I am  glad  to  report  that  no  outbreaks  could  be  traced 
either  to  food  or  milk. 
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14.  Diptheria. 

Once  again,  I am  glad  to  say,  no  case  occurred  during  the  year 
in  the  district.  This  shows  very  well  the  success  of  the  principle  of 
immunization.  It  is  still  necessary  to  press  on  with  this  service  and 
maintain  a level  of  at  least  75%  of  immunized  children  The 
difficulty,  of  course,  is  plain,  that  parents  are  unwilling  to  take  the 
little  extra  trouble  to  get  a child  immunized  against  a disease  which 
we  joyfully  proclaim  hardly  exists.  Nevertheless,  the  disease  is 
always  ready  to  re-appear  if  we  let  our  immunization  campaign 
falter. 


The  following  is  the  report  on  immunization  for  1 952  : — 


Age  Group 

0 — 5 yrs. 
5 — 15  yrs. 


Primary  Immunizations  Refresher  Immunizations 

^35  } 


Age  Group 

0 — 5 yrs. 
5 — 15  yrs. 


Registrar  General’s 
Estimated  Population 

i 7,517 


Number 

Immunized 

1,483 

4,260 


Percentage 

Immunized 

76.4% 


15.  Smallpox. 


No  cases  were  reported  during  the 
tions  were  carried  out. 

year.  The  following 

vaccina 

Age  Group 

Vaccinations 

Primary 

Re- V accination 

Total 

0 — 5 yrs. 

86 

— 

86 

5 — 15  yrs. 

13 

6 

19 

15  yrs.  and  over 

19 

64 

83 

Totals 

...  118 

70 

188 

Smallpox  is  no  longer  a European  disease,  but  it  still  persists 
in  much  of  the  world,  and  it  is  in  modern  air  travel  that  the  danger 
lies  ; for  a person  may  contract  Smallpox  in  India  and  be  in 
England  three  days  later,  long  before  the  disease  has  made  itself 
felt. Quarantine  regulations  requiring  the  presentation  of  proof  of 
vaccination  help  to  control  this  method  of  spread  and  this  leads  to 
another  important  point.  This  is,  that  successful  vaccination  per- 
formed for  the  first  time  on  an  adult  will  certainly  be  painful  and 
may  even  be  dangerous,  whereas  performed  on  an  infant  rarely 
leads  to  any  trouble  at  all  ; and,  by  being  successfully  vaccinated 
as  an  infant,  when  the  time  comes  for  re- vaccination  as  an  adult  for 
travel  purposes  the  chances  of  serious  reaction  is  much  reduced. 
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For  this  reason,  if  no  other,  parents  would  be  well  advised  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated  as  infants,  preferably  before  three  months 
when  the  constitional  upset  is  least. 

16.  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  registered  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
in  the  area  rose  by  21  to  263  ; there  were  44  new  cases,  13  persons 
were  removed  from  the  register  by  death  due  to  Tuberculosis,  1 by 
death  due  to  other  causes  and  7 persons  were  removed  from  the 
register  as  being  cured. 

Number  of  Cases  on  Notification  Register  at  31st  Dec.,  1952. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


Males  128  23  151 

Females  92  20  112 

Totals  ...  220  43  263 


Age  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1952. 


Ages 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES 

Non-Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  Nou-Puluionary 

M 

P 

Total 

M 

P 

Total 

IM 

P 

Total 

M 

P 

Total 

0-1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-45 

16 

10 

26 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

45-65 

4 

2 

6 

- 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

- 

1 

65  & 
over 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

. 

. 

Totals 

23 

14 

37 

1 

6 

7 

9 

4 

13 

1 

- 

1 

The  death  rate  of  0.39  per  1 ,000  population  is  about  the  same 
as  last  year,  and  remains  somewhat  above  the  rate  of  England  & 
Wales.  This  is  not  surprising  in  a district  where  Miner’s  Phthisis 
still  exists  ; nevertheless  it  is  not  in  the  death  rate  where  most  hope 
is  to  be  found,  but,  paradoxically,  in  the  rate  of  notifications,  for 
the  more  cases  there  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Tubereulosis 
Service,  the  more  hope  there  is  of  stamping  out  the  disease  by 
tracing  contacts  and,  where  necessary,  offering  B.C.G.  vaccination 
against  the  disease. 
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Survey  of  Household  Contacts  of  Tuberculosis  Persons  on  Register. 
Position  as  at  the  31st  December,  1952. 


Cases  on  Register  263 

No.  of  Contacts  under  20  221 

No.  found  to  be  tuberculin  Positive  106 

No.  found  to  be  tuberculin  Negative  87 

No.  awaiting  examination  9 

No.  who  have  refused  examination  19 

No.  who  received  B.C.G 64 

No.  who  refused  B..C.G 15 

No.  awaiting  B.C.G 8 


In  addition  to  the  household  contacts  quoted  above,  examina- 
tion of  indirect  contacts  of  tuberculosis  persons  is  arranged,  when 
found  to  be  tuberculin  negative  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered. 

The  total  number  of  all  contacts,  both  household  and  indirect, 
successfully  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  to  the  31st  December,  1952,  is 
169. 


This  table  shows  that  221  contacts  under  the  age  of  20  were 
traced  from  cases  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these  106  were  posi- 
tive to  skin  test  and  did  not  require  B.C.G. 

Of  the  87  negative  to  test,  64  had  received  vaccination,  15  had 
refused  it  or  had  it  refused  by  their  parents,  and  8 were  awaiting 
the  opportunity  for  vaccination. 

This  means  that  73.8%  of  all  susceptible  contacts  had  received 
protection,  which  in  my  opinion  is  an  excellent  figure  when  one 
considers  the  amount  of  resistance  there  must  be  to  a new  and  not 
yet  well-known  preventive  treatment. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1952. 

Public  Health  Department, 
Veer, 

Camborne. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1952. 

Meat  Inspection  has  once  again  proved  one  of  the  major 
tasks  confronting  the  Department.  Nearly  100,000  animals  were 
slaughtered  in  the  area  during  1952,  an  increase  of  14,500  over  the 
previous  year’s  kill.  In  my  opinion  the  facilities  available  for  the 
slaughter  of  such  large  numbers  of  animals  in  this  area  are  still 
inadequate,  and  I fully  appreciate  the  very  solid  backing  which  the 
Council  have  always  given  me  in  endeavouring  to  improve  the  con- 
ditions of  slaughter.  Towards  the  end  of  1952,  questions  were 
raised  in  the  House  of  Commons  concerning  lack  of  lairage  facilities, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  within  four  weeks  the  construction 
of  new  lairages  had  been  commenced. 

Perusal  of  the  report  will  show  that  much  useful  work  has  been 
undertaken  during  1952,  but  much  more  remains  to  be  done.  The 
time  spent  on  meat  inspection  prevented  full  and  detailed  investiga- 
tions into  certain  other  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Department,  but 
I anticipate  that  future  reports  will  show  improvements  in  this 
respect. 

I am  indebted  to  the  following  officers  for  information  and 
data,  which  are  included  under  sections  “Water”  and  “Housing” 
in  my  report  : — Mr.  L.  V.  Ockford,  Water  Engineer,  Camborne 
Water  Company  ; Mr.  T.  F.  King,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Water  Engineer  ; 
Mr.  N.  Barrett,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  ; Mr.  H.  G.  Ashby,  A.I.Hsg.,  Housing  Officer. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  BAXTER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D . 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1 . Water. 

Redruth  Area. 

1 . Both  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  mains  supply  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  On  occasions,  however, 
dilficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  pressures  at  the  higher 
levels. 

The  chutes  and  wells  were,  as  usual,  indifferent  as  to  quality 
but  adequate  as  to  quantity. 

2.  All  raw  water  to  mains  was  tested  regularly  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  results  are  as  follows  : — 


Main  Water  Supply 

Filtrick  Intake 

Penventon  Intake 

Penstruthal  Intake 
Distribution  Mains 
Cathedral  Shaft* 

South  Frances  Well* 
Sandy  Lane* 


Mar.  Satisfactory. 
June  Satisfactory . 
Mar.  Unsatisfactory. 
April  Unsatisfactory. 
May  Satisfactory. 
Mar.  Satisfactory. 

J une  Satisfactory . 
Mar.  Satisfactory. 
June  Satisfactory. 

Mar.  

June  Satisfactory. 

Mar.  

June  

Mar.  

J une  


Sept.  Satisfactory. 
Dec.  Satisfactory. 
June  Satisfactory. 
Sept.  Satisfactory. 
Dec.  Satisfactory. 
Sept.  Satisfactory. 
Dec . Satisfactory . 
Sept.  Satisfactory. 
Dec.  Satisfactory. 
Sept.  Satisfactory. 

Dec.  

Sept.  Satisfactory. 

Dec.  

Sept.  Satisfactory. 
Dec.  


*Pump  supplies  taken  only  when  in  use. 


Wells  and  Chutes. 


Watergate  Chute 
Tolskithy 
Parsonage  Well 
Carnmarth  Quarry 
Gordon  Adit 
Trevcthan  Windlass 
Five  Chutes 
Vogue  Chute 
Lanner  Stand  Tap 
Capt.  Eddy’s  Chute 
Tiddy’s  Chute 
Carnmarth 
Pennance  Well 
Primitive  Chapel, 
Manor  Widden 
Roscroggan  Well 
Oak  Well 
Little  Reskadinnick 
Menadarva  Spring 


Jan.  Suspicious. 

,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
, , Satisfactory . 

Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
Mar.  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 


Lanner 
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Dec.  Unsatisfactoiy. 


Aug.  Satisfactory. 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 
,,  Unsatisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 
,,  Satisfactory. 

,,  Satisfactory. 
Oct.  Satisfactory. 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 
,,  Suspicious 
, , Satisfactory . 


Roseworthy 

...  April  Unsatisfactory. 

i t 

Unsatisfactory. 

Penponds 

...  ,,  Satisfactory. 

t f 

Satisfactory . 

Knave-go-bye 

,,  Satisfactory. 

Sept. 

U nsatisfactory . 

Stennack 

,,  Satisfactory. 

Oct. 

Satisfactory. 

Troon  Adit 

,,  Satisfactory. 

> > 

Suspicious. 

Treskillard  Tap 

...  May  Unsatisfactory. 

Nov. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Bolenowe  Chute 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 

t f 

Unsatisfactory. 

Betty  Adit 

,,  Satisfactory. 

t } 

Suspicious. 

Bolenowe  Moor 

,,  Satisfactory. 

} i 

Suspicious. 

Croft  Mitchell 

...  ,,  Satisfactory. 

t t 

Satisfactory. 

Chycarne  Moor 

,,  Satisfactory. 

i > 

Satisfactory. 

Penhalurick 

,,  Satisfactory. 

, , 

Unsatisfactory. 

Redruth  Coombe 

. . ,,  Satisfactory. 

t t 

Unsatisfactory. 

Bosleake  Well 

,,  Satisfactory. 

> > 

Unsatisfactory. 

Nancekuke 

...  June  Satisfactory. 

Dec. 

Satisfactory. 

Mawla  Well 

,,  Unsatisfactory. 

t f 

Unsatisfactory. 

Cambrose  Pump 

Unsatisfactory. 

> t 

Satisfactory. 

3.  The  water  has  a plumbo-solvent  action.  As  a precautionary 
measure  no  lead  services  are  permitted  anywhere  in  the  area,  and 
all  new  mains  are  concrete  lined. 


4.  Notices  advising  boiling  are  placed  at  all  wells  and  chutes  when 
unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained. 

5.  Approximately  3,900  dwellings,  housing  13,000  persons,  are 
supplied  direct  from  the  mains,  and  there  are  5 stand  taps  still  in 
use  which  serve  some  46  houses  and  160  persons. 

6.  New  connections  made  to  the  mains  during  the  year  numbered 
35,  (excluding  new  Council  houses). 

Camborne  and  Illogan  Area. 

This  area  is  supplied  by  the  Camborne  Water  Company. 

The  rainfall  recorded  at  Boswyn  was  47.39  inches.  The  greatest 
rainfall  for  any  one  day  occurred  on  the  25th  November  when  1.35 
inches  fell.  On  269  days  of  the  year  0.01  or  more  inches  of  rain  were 
recorded. 

The  total  amount  of  water  consumed  during  1952  was  243 
million  gallons,  an  increase  of  23  million  on  the  previous  year.  Of 
this  quantity  66  million  gallons  were  pumped  at  Penponds. 

The  average  daily  consumption  was  666,000  gallons,  giving  an 
average  daily  usage  of  26  gallons  per  person.  This  shows  a slight 
increase  over  the  1951  figures. 

1 . The  water  supply  throughout  the  area  has  proved  satisfactory, 
both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity.  No  restrictions  as  to  use  have 
been  imposed  on  consumers  throughout  the  year. 

2.  Fifty  samples  for  bacteriological  examinations  were  taken  at 
various  parts  of  the  area  during  the  year  and  all  but  one  proved 
satisfactory.  A check  sample  taken  at  this  point  immediately  after- 
wards proved  satisfactory. 
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The  following  is  the  chemical  analysis  of  a sample  of  water 
taken  recently  ; — 

7 0 Parts  per  million 


Total  solids  ...  ...  •••  •••  218 

Total  hardness  ...  •••  •••  1^2 

Temporary  hardness  ...  ...  •••  100 

Permanent  hardness  ...  ...  ...  52 

Chlorine  as  chlorides...  ...  ...  38 

Chlorides  as  Na..Cl.  ...  •••  •••  02.7 

Nitric  nitrogen  ...  ...  .••  4.5 

Nitrous  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Free  ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.032 

Albuminoid  ammonia  ...  ...  0.018 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hrs.  at  37  deg.  C.  0.2 

Lead  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Iron  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Zinc  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Analyst’s  Report  : — The  chemical  hndings  are  satisfactory 
for  a domestic  water  supply. 

New  chlorination  plants  have  been  installed  at  Cargenwyn  and 
Boswyn  and  the  water  now  receives  treatment  before  and  after 
filtration. 

3.  The  acidity  of  the  raw  water  has  now  been  neutralised  by  the 
installation  of  lime  plants  at  the  three  sources  of  supply  and,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  above  chemical  analysis,  the  water  is  now 
satisfactory. 

4.  No  form  of  contamination  was  found  to  exist  during  1952. 

5.  The  approximate  number  of  houses  within  the  area  supplied 
by  the  Camborne  Water  Company  is  6,590.  The  estimated  number 
of  persons  residing  in  these  houses  is  23,065,  and  all  these  dwellings 
are  connected  to  the  mains. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  five  houses  with  an  estimated  popula- 
tion of  20,  are  supplied  by  standpipe. 

2.  Com  plaints. 

The  following  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during 


the  year  : — 

Choked  sewers  and  drains  ...  ...  ...  543 

Unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  ...  ...  138 

Unsatisfactory  sanitation  and  drainage...  ...  41 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  jqo 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  210 

Miscellaneous  . 
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1,075 


3.  Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  period  under  review  : — 


Premises  connected  to  the  sewer  ...  ...  129 

New  lengths  of  drain  laid  ...  ...  ...  1,632 

New  lengths  of  storm  water  drain  laid  ...  ...  455 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  543 

New  water  closets  installed  ...  ...  ...  191 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  22 

Pail  or  pit  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pail  or  pit  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  6 

New  cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  provided  ...  ...  1 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  65 

Eavesgutters  and  down  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  25 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  97 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Window  frames  and  sashcords  repaired  or  renewed  104 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  16 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cooking  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  15 

Fireplaces,  chimneys,  flues  repaired  ...  ...  9 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  closet  cisterns  installed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  14 


4.  Verminous  Premises. 

Sixteen  verminous  premises  were  dealt  with  by  spraying  during 
the  year.  Fifteen  of  the  premises  were  infested  with  fleas  and  one 
with  lice.  Normal  treatment  with  Zaldecide  proved  effective  in  all 
cases. 

5.  Disinfection  of  Houses. 

96  visits  were  made  following  the  notification  of  infectious 
diseases.  19  dwellings  were  disinfected  as  a result  of  such  visits  and 
40  library  books  were  removed  from  the  premises,  disinfected,  and 
returned  to  the  libraries  concerned.  3 library  books  were  destroyed 
at  the  request  of  private  libraries. 

6.  Salvage. 

The  collection  and  baling  of  salvage  were  continued  through- 
out the  year,  and  the  previous  year’s  tonnage  was  exceeded  by 
some  35  tons.  In  April  the  first  of  the  price  cuts  came  into  force,  and 
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this  was  quickly  followed  by  two  more  reductions.  In  March,  we 
were  receiving  ^^15  15s.  Od.  per  ton  for  mixed  waste  paper,  but  by 
the  7th  July,  the  price  had  dropped  to  £6  10s.  Od.  per  ton.  This 
sudden  drop  altered  the  whole  aspect  of  salvage  finances  beyond 
recognition.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  salvage  was  showing  a 
very  comfortable  profit  month  by  month  ; during  July  it  was 
difficult  to  make  the  income  cover  the  expenditure. 

Once  again  the  waste  paper  business  has  swung  from  a boom 
to  a slump  period  within  three  months,  with  a decline  in  basic 
prices  of  some  60%.  Apparently  we  are  never  destined  to  experi- 
ence a lengthy  period  of  reasonable  prices  in  the  salvage  trade. 

The  following  quantities  of  salvage  were  disposed  of  during 
the  year  : — 


T. 

c. 

Q- 

Mixed  Waste 

333 

0 

1 

Fibreboard 

73 

7 

3 

Books 

26 

13 

3 

Newsprint 

23 

14 

0 

Rags,  etc. 

18 

17 

3 

475  13  2 


During  the  year  under  review  300  tons  of  paper  were  obtained 
from  dwellings  in  the  area.  Prior  to  the  present  salvage  campaign, 
much  of  this  paper  was  deposited  in  refuse  bins  and  carried  to  the 
tip.  This  paper  is  now  carried  in  large  canvas  sacks  at  the  rear  of 
the  refuse  vehicles,  and  has  caused  a marked  improvement  in  the 
carrying  capacity  of  the  vehicles.  It  is  also  significant  that  not  once 
during  the  past  twelve  months  have  we  experienced  a fire  at  the 
tip.  I feel  sure  that  this  is  due  in  the  main  to  the  abstraction  of 
large  quantities  of  paper  and  cardboard  from  the  tip. 


7.  Refuse  Collecfion  and  Disposal. 

The  following  quantities  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  during  the 
year  : — 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse  ...  4,592  loads. 

Tip  Covering  ...  ...  ...  1,150  loads. 

Rubbish  and  Highway  Sweepings  ...  2,808  loads. 

The  4,592  loads  of  refuse  represent  32,144  cubic  yards. 
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Individual  houses  and  housing  estates  continue  to  be  con- 
structed, causing  the  refuse  collection  rounds  to  expand  month  by 
month.  During  October,  1952,  a further  refuse  collection  vehicle 
had  to  be  operated  on  Saturday  mornings,  in  order  to  deal  with 
new  houses. 

I am  firmly  convinced  that  if  waste  paper  was  not  separated 
from  other  household  refuse  and  carried  in  large  canvas  bags,  the 
five  refuse  vehicles  at  present  operating  on  a full  time  basis  could 
not  cope  with  the  quantities  of  household  refuse  now  deposited 
week  by  week.  If  the  300  tons  of  salvage  which  were  removed  from 
dwellings  during  the  year  had  been  mixed  with  the  normal  house- 
hold refuse,  I estimate  that  at  least  170  extra  loads  would  have 
been  carried  during  the  year.  I feel  one  is  fully  justified  in  setting 
assets  of  this  nature  against  any  possible  losses  in  future  salvage 
turnover. 

During  the  first  few  months  of  the  year  we  completed  tipping 
on  some  five  acres  of  waste  land.  This  land  was  originally  partially 
water-logged  and  otherwise  spoiled  by  deposits  of  mine  waste,  etc. 
After  tipping  and  properly  covering,  five  acres  of  good  land  have 
now  been  made  available  for  agriculture  once  again. 

In  April,  the  Council  took  a lease  on  some  thirty  acres  of  land 
which  had  been  laid  waste  by  mine  workings  many  years  ago. 
There  is  every  hope  that  in  years  to  come  this  land  will  also  be 
recovered  for  agricultural  use. 


8.  Sewerage. 

The  pumping  stations  at  Portreath  and  Penponds  continued 
normal  operations  throughout  the  year,  and  the  following  quantities 
of  sewage  were  pumped  : — 

Portreath  ...  ...  46,610,000  gallons. 

Penponds  ...  ...  14,953,000  ,, 

The  Trevenson  Street  sewerage  scheme  was  carried  out  during 
1952.  This  scheme  was  carried  out  to  prevent  the  constant  flooding 
of  houses  in  the  Trevenson  Street  neighbourhood  during  times  of 
storm.  A secondary  system  of  sewers  was  laid  in  Centenary  Street, 
Trevenson  Street,  Stray  Park  Road  and  Tolcarne  Street,  connecting 
with  the  main  trunk  sewer  in  Union  Street.  Additional  road  gullies 
were  connected  to  these  new  sewers,  and  no  further  flooding  has 
occurred.  No  serious  trouble  has  been  experienced  with  the  sewers 
in  the  district  during  the  past  twelve  months. 
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9.  Rats  and  Mice. 


Sewer  Infestations. 

The  10%  annual  treatment  of  sewers  was  again  carried  out, 


with  the  following  results  : — 

Manholes 

Poison  baits 

baited 

taken 

Camborne 

103 

51 

Illogan  and  Portreath 

15 

3 

Redruth  

58 

39 

176 

93 

It  will  be  noted  that  over  50%  of  the  manholes  baited  had 
"takes.”  This  percentage  is  much  higher  than  any  we  have  had  in 
the  past,  and  it  would  thus  appear  that  the  rat  population  of  the 
sewers  is  increasing.  We  received  an  intimation  at  the  end  of  the 
year  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  (Infestation 
Control)  that  a full-scale  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  area  would 
be  necessary  during  1953.  It  is  about  eight  years  ago  since  the  last 
full  treatment  was  carried  out  on  the  sewers,  so  such  a treatment  in 
the  future  is  rather  to  be  expected. 

Surface  Infestations. 

Rats.  All  domestic  property  in  the  area  continues  to  be  treated 
free  of  charge,  whilst  charges  are  made  for  work  at  any  business 
premises. 

The  following  works  of  treatment  were  carried  out  : — 


Premises  treated  ... 

228 

Points  baited 

...  2,670 

Poison  takes 

...  2,030 

Bodies  recovered  ... 

354 

177  reports  of  infestations  were  received  during  the  year, 
mainly  from  domestic  premises.  100  extra  premises  were  treated 
this  year  as  compared  with  1951,  and  I feel  that  this  may  be  closely 
linked  with  the  apparent  increase  of  sewer  rats.  It  is  well  known 
that  infestations  of  sewers  and  surface  properties  are  closely  allied, 
and,  no  doubt,  a thorough  sewer  treatment  will  show  beneficial 
results  as  far  as  surface  infestations  are  concerned. 

Mice.  33  infestations  of  mice  were  reported  during  the  year 
under  review,  and  the  majority  of  these  cases  affected  business 
premises. 

Premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  25 

Points  baited  ...  ...  ...  493 

Poison  takes  ...  ...  320 

Bodies  recovered  ...  ..  33 
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10.  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

46 

20 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

92 

75 

10 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

( excluding  out- 

workers' premises) 

3 

12 

Total  ... 

141 

107 

10 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  ‘ cases  ) . 


No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Referred 

cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
cleanliness  . 

4 

4 



--  T 

, 

Over- 
crowding ... 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

Unreason- 

able 

temperature. 

_ 

Inadequate 
ventilation  . 

_ 

- 

— - 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  con- 
veniences — 
(a) 

insuflScient 

2 

1 

(b) 

unsuitable 

or 

defective  .. 

(c) 

not  separ- 
ate for 
sexes 

2 

Other 
offences 
against  the 
Act  (not 
including 
offences 
relating  to 
outwork)  .. 

23 

2 

Total  ... 

31 

4 

2 

1 

— 

The  majority  of  the  larger  factories  in  the  area  were  inspected 
in  company  with  an  officer  of  the  Cornwall  County  Fire  Brigade, 
with  a view  to  issuing  the  necessary  “Fire  Certificates.’’  Ten  certi- 
ficates were  issued  during  the  year,  and  notices  requiring  alterations, 
etc.,  were  served  in  conection  with  the  remaining  factories.  In  some 
cases  the  works  required  were  extensive,  and  a reasonable  time  will 
have  to  be  allowed  in  order  that  the  work  can  be  carried  out  without 
completely  disrupting  the  factories  concerned. 
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SECTION  E. 


HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  359 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  994 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Applications  for  re-housing. 

The  year  has  seen  the  adoption  by  the  Council  of  a new  points 
scheme,  since  it  was  felt  that  the  scheme  in  operation  was  not  pin- 
pointing the  most  urgent  cases.  Points  awarded  for  the  possession 
of  children  have  been  discontinued  since  it  was  felt  that  the 
possession  of  children  in  itself  did  not  necessarily  create  housing 
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need.  Points  are  now  awarded  on  the  basis  of  applicants’  possess- 
ing no  separate  home,  overcrowding,  sickness  and  disability 
(subject  to  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health),  Forces 
service  and  special  hardship.  The  Council  has  also  imposed  a two 
years  residence  qualification. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  make  better  use  of  existing  accom- 
modation by  means  of  transfers  and  mutual  exchanges,  and  the 
co-operation  of  private  landlords  has  been  sought  in  some  instances. 
It  is  regretted,  however,  that  there  has  not  been  the  opportunity  to 
explore  this  avenue  further. 

Transfers  have  been  arranged  between  the  Council  and  other 
local  authorities,  and  successful  exchanges  have  taken  place  with 
Penzance,  Bristol,  Bodmin  and  Cheltenham. 

A start  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  on  the  de- 
requisitioning of  properties  used  for  housing  purposes  under  the 
Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939,  and  to  date  ten  families  have 
been  re-housed.  There  are,  however,  51  families  still  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  this  problem  will  become  increasingly  more  urgent. 

The  following  figures  will  be  of  interest  : — 

Number  of  tenancy  applications — January,  1952  ...  762 

Number  of  tenancy  applications — December,  1952  ...  611 
Number  of  Council  tenants  transferred  during  1952  ...  58 

Number  of  families  housed  during  1952  ...  ...  123 


5.  New  Housing. 

(1)  Local  Authority  Housing. 

(a)  Progress. 

During  1952  new  dwellings  were  erected  at  Pengegon,  Treleigh, 
Park  Bottom'and  Crane  Road,  Camborne,  Estates,  and  the  follow- 
ing were  completed. 

(i)  Pengegon  Estate. 

12  Traditional  Dwellings. 

(ii)  Treleigh  Estate. 

39  Traditional  Dwellings. 

38  Non-Traditional  (Cornish  Unit)  Dwellings. 

(iii)  Park  Bottom  Estate. 

18  Non-Traditional  (Cornish  Unit)  Dwellings. 

(iv)  Crane  Road,  Camborne. 

2 Traditional  Bungalow  Dwellings. 
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(b)  Present  Position. 

At  31st  December,  1952,  the  following  numbers  of  houses  had 
completed  since  the  war  : — 

(a)  Traditional  Dwellings. 

1.  North  Close,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  IG 

2.  Treleigh  Estate,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  71 

3.  Tresavean  Estate,  Lanner  ...  ...  ...  24 

4.  Treloweth  Road,  Pool  ...  ...  ...  28 

5.  Paynters  Lane  End,  Illogan  ...  ...  ...  38 

6.  Pengegon  Estate,  Camborne  ...  ...  ...  76 

7.  Crane  Road,  .Camborne  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Permanent  Non-Traditional  Dwellings. 

1.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

2.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Pengegon  Estate  ...  68 

3.  Cornish  Unit  Shops  and  Flats  at  Pengegon  Estate.  4 

4.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Treleigh  Estate  ...  118 

5.  Cornish  Unit  Dwellings  at  Park  Bottom  Estate  ...  18 


(c)  Temporary  Dwellings. 

1.  Prefabricated  "Arcon”  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

2.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Pengegon 

Estate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

3.  Prefabricated  Aluminium  Dwellings  at  Strawberry 

Lane,  Redruth  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

4.  Converted  Nissen  Hut  Dwellings  at  W.A.A.F.  Site, 

Portreath  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Total  ...  617 


(c)  Future  Programme. 

(1)  Treleigh  Estate,  Redruth. 

Work  is  proceeding  on  the  construction  of  24  Traditional 
Dwellings  by  Direct  Labour  and  12  Non-Traditional 
Dwellings  (Cornish  Unit)  by  Contract.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  construct  12  private  garages  on  this  Estate  during  1953. 

(2)  Crane  Road  Estate,  Camborne. 

The  construction,  by  Direct  Labour,  of  60  further 
Traditional  Bungalow  Dwellings  for  aged  persons  is 
proceeding. 

(3)  Illogan  Housing  Estate. 

The  erection  of  approximately  216  Traditional  and  Non- 
Traditional  Dwellings  will  be  commenced  at  this  site  early 
in  1953. 
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(2)  Private  Enterprise. 

During  1952,  14  dwellings  were  completed  by  Private  Enter- 
prise under  Building  Licences.  Since  the  war,  77  dwellings  have 
been  completed  by  Private  Enterprise. 


6.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

14  sites  were  licenced  for  the  placing  of  individual  caravans 
during  the  year,  and  one  licence  was  granted  in  connection  with  a 
camping  site  for  three  caravans.  Four  camping  sites  are  now 
licenced  in  the  area.  An  application  was  received  for  a licence  for 
one  camping  site,  but  the  application  was  refused  on  the  grounds  of 
inadequate  sanitation.  Unfortunately  three  or  four  caravans  had 
been  placed  on  this  site  and  occupied  prior  to  a decision  being 
reached  by  the  Council.  After  some  delay  all  the  caravans  were 
removed  from  the  site. 

The  sites  operating  in  the  area  are  not  large,  and  have  not 
presented  any  difficulties  or  problems  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  F. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  Milk. 

A high  percentage  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  urban  area  is  now 
pasteurised,  and  this  milk  is  obtained  from  four  pasteurising  plants 
situated  in  adjoining  areas.  Constant  duplication  of  samples  of  milk 
derived  from  these  four  plants  was  inevitable,  and  it  was  decided 
to  reduce  the  number  of  samples  taken  monthly  from  12  to  6.  72 
samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  3 of  these  failed  to  satisfy  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  and  3 samples  were  declared  void. 

Comparative  percentages  of  samples  satisfying  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  are  as  follows  : — 

Year  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952 

% passed  84.2  86.9  96.47  99.31  62.5  66.4  78.3  95.83 

It  is  very  noticeable  that  now  pasteurised  milk  is  in  the  main 
being  sold  throughout  the  area,  complaints  of  inferior  keeping 
quality  of  milk  have  become  almost  non-existent.  Complaints  have 
been  received  from  time  to  time  in  connection  with  chipped  bottles, 
but  with  the  machine  filling  of  bottles  such  complaints  are  practic- 
ally inevitable.  All  such  complaints  were  investigated  during  the 
year,  and  I feel  certain  that  distributors  are  taking  all  reasonable 
steps  to  prevent  defective  bottles  from  reaching  the  public. 

One  new  dairy  was  registered  during  the  year. 


2.  Milk  Licences. 

Milk  licences  were  issued  as  follows  : — 

Dealers’  licences  for  Pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  24 

Dealers’  licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  ...  10 

Supplementary  licences  for  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  1 
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3.  Meat-  Inspection. 


Table  I.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1777 

1065 

15039 

3544 

76793 

Number  inspected 

1758 

1046 

13599 

3347 

68006 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 1 

30 

300 

38 

92 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

347 

296 

68 

100 

3087 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

20.36 

31.17 

2.71 

4.15 

4.67 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

18 

47 

3 

Nil 

171 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

132 

347 

Nil 

Nil 

5074 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

8.53 

37.67 

0.02 

Nil 

7.71 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year  was  : — 

1 16  tons.  16  cwts.  17  lbs. 

The  reduction  in  the  percentage  of  cows  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis recorded  in  the  1951  report  has  been  maintained  and,  in 
fact,  the  1952  figures  show  a further  3%  reduction. 

98,218  animals  were  slaughtered  in  this  area  during  the  year, 
which  shows  an  increase  of  approximately  14,500  over  the  previous 
year. 
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Table  II.  Meat  Inspection  — Reasons  for  Condemnation. 
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Table  No.  II  is  an  innovation  as  far  as  my  report  is  concerned, 
and  it  is  an  attempt  to  show  in  detail  the  reasons  for  condemnation 
of  various  carcases,  part  carcases,  etc. 

For  years  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Public  Health 
Department  of  the  Council  have  endeavoured  to  improve  the 
slaughtering  conditions  and  facilities  in  this  area.  Numerous  meet- 
ings have  been  held  in  the  past  between  sub-committees  and  officials 
of  this  Council  and  various  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  At 
such  meetings  the  Council’s  representatives  have  objected  most 
strenuously  to  prevailing  conditions,  and  at  the  end  of  each  meeting 
we  have  been  left  under  the  impression  that  the  matters  complained 
of  would  receive  attention  without  undue  delay.  Unfortunately 
some  of  these  conditions  received  little  or  no  attention.  Towards  the 
end  of  1 952  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  this  area  was  made  fully 
aware  of  unsatisfactory  lairage  accommodation  existing  at  the  chief 
premises  used  for  the  slaughter  of  cattle.  A question  was  raised  in 
the  House  of  Commons  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  construction 
of  adequate  lairage  accommodation  was  well  in  hand.  I feel  that  it 
is  most  regrettable  that  such  action  should  apparently  be  necessary 
before  improvements  of  this  nature  can  be  obtained. 

I remain  firmly  convinced  that  the  provision  of  a modern 
abattoir  is  the  only  answer  to  meat  problems  of  this  area.  I do  not 
claim  any  originality  for  my  convictions,  as  I note  that  Dr.  Rivers, 
in  his  1935  report,  (the  report  covering  the  first  full  year’s  work  of 
the  Camborne-Redruth  Urban  District  Council)  drew  attention  to 
urgent  need  for  a Public  Abattoir  in  this  area. 


4.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

46  slaughtermen  were  licenced  under  the  above  Act  during  the 
year. 


5.  Other  Foods. 

301  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  premises  other  than 
slaughterhouses  in  connection  with  the  examination  and  condemna- 
tion of  food  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  : — 

Canned  Meats 
Cooked  Ham 
Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Milk 
Canned  Fish 

Miscellaneous  .Canned  Foods 
Cereals 
Dried  F'ruit 
Meat  and  Fish 
Miscellaneous  Foods 


2,367 

lbs. 

1,605 

> y 

4,857 

t f 

290 

y y 

191 

y y 

82 

y y 

278 

y y 

402 

y y 

243 

y y 

706 

y y 

800 

y y 

40 


11,821  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned  : — 

5 tons.  5 cwts.  2 qrs.  5 lbs. 

6.  Food  and  Drugs  Samples. 

The  following  information  regarding  samples  of  food  taken 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  has  been  received  from  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rundle,  Weights  and  Measures  Dept.,  Cornwall  County 
Council  : — 


Article 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Result  of  Analysis 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Milk 

91 

86 

5 

Butter 

5 

5 

Custard  Powder  ... 

4 

4 

Blanc  Mange  Powder 

1 

1 

Orange  Squash  ... 

2 

2 

Jelly  Crystals 

4 

4 

Potato  Crisps 

1 

1 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

1 

Sausages 

5 

4 

1 

Butterscotch  Dessert 

1 

1 

Essence  of  Coffee  and  Chicory 

1 

1 

Lemonade  Powder 

2 

2 

Ice  Cream 

7 

6 

1 

Ham  Spread 

1 

1 

Strawberry  Jam  ... 

3 

3 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

1 

Table  Jelly 

2 

2 

Lemon  Squash 

1 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

2 

2 

Apricot  Jam 

1 

1 

White  Pepper 

1 

1 

Lard 

1 

1 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

1 

Total 

139 

132 

7 

Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples  : — 


Pork  Sausages.  Formal.  30%  deficient  in  meat.  Fine  and  Costs 
{2A  3s.  Od.  inflicted. 

Milk.  Formal.  8.8%  added  water.  Fine  and  Costs 

£9  4s.  Od. 


Ice  Cream.  Informal.  Deficient  in  fat.  Manufacturer  inter- 
viewed and  advised  of  responsibilities.  Further 
sample  proved  genuine. 

Milk.  Formal.  6%  and  7.7%  added  water.  Cautioned  by 

Chief  Inspector. 

Milk.  Formal.  30%  and  16%  added  water.  Fine  and 

Costs  ;^47  17s.  Od. 
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7.  Food  Premises. 

250  visits  were  made  to  food  premises. 

The  food  premises  register  now  contains  records  of  premises  as 


follows  : — 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  108 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  31 

Fish  and  chips  ...  ...  31 

Restaurants,  etc.  ...  ...  40 

Confectioners  ...  ...  33 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  20 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  109 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  21 

393 


8.  Ice  Cream. 

A further  14  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  of  premises  so 
registered  to  109.  Premises  such  as  clubs,  restaurants,  cinemas,  etc., 
do  not  require  registration  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  nor  can 
one  require  the  registration  of  mobile  vans.  A considerable  quantity 
of  ice  cream  is  now  sold  in  this  area,  and  I consider  it  ranks  as  an 
important  item  of  food  to  the  community. 


36  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  upon 
the  results  of  Methylene  Blue  Tests  were  graded  as  follows  : — 


Provision  Grade  I 


> > 


} f 


II 

III 

IV 


28 

7 

1 

Nil 


These  results  are  a great  improvement  on  those  obtained  in 
previous  years,  only  one  sample  being  placed  in  Grade  III  and  none 
in  Grade  IV. 


1 1 of  these  were  samples  taken  from  ice  cream  produced  in  the 

area. 
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